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Of Larus marinus mostly dark-coloured young ones are to 
be seen, and L. canus and L. ridibundus, bearing now their 
winter dress. L. minutus and Hematopus ostralegus we did 
not see after leaving Berezoff, nor the Crane, of which I 
got a. half-grown young bird on the 7th of September. Large 
flocks of the last-named species were going south, and most 
of the birds are already emigrating and bidding farewell to 
the north. We are about to follow them, but in a western 
direction and more slowly; for we have still to travel about 
2500 versts in a carriage to the first railway, at Nishni- 
Novgorod, which will, we hope, take us safely and quickly 
home. 


VI.—On the Phylloscopi or Willow-Warblers. 
By Henry SerBonm, F.Z.8. 


Tur Phylloscopi, or Willow- Warblers, are a group of about 
thirty species of birds, the synonymy of which has hitherto 
been in much confusion. The differences between many of the 
species are very slight; and the descriptions of some of them are 
so meagre, that it is difficult to determine to which they belong 
without access to the type specimens. They may be described 
as Warblers with more or less slender bills, varying in the 
colour of their plumage from olive-green to brown in the 
upper parts, and from yellow, with an occasional dash of buff 
or green, to white underneath. Some of the stout-billed 
species have bills as large and broad as those of the smaller 
species of the genus Hypolais, whilst others have bills as small 
and slender as in the genus Regulus. Others, again, approach 
the more brilliantly coloured species of the genus Adrornis, 
It is possible that a careful study of the allied genera may 
lead to a rearrangement of the whole family; but this ques- 
tion must be left to a future paper. For our present purpose 
_ it will be enough to point out the following distinctions be- 
tween the various sections of Phylloscopus and the members 
of the allied genug Hypolais :—— 
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Hypouais. Bill larger, and pale underneath ; no bar across 
the wings. 


Puytuoscorus (Acanthopneuste). Bill large, and pale un- 
derneath ; one, and frequently two bars across the wings. 


A. No mesial line on the crown. 


1. borealis (Blasius). 5. tenellipes, Swinhoe. 
2. xanthodryas, Swinhoe. 6. plumbettarsus, Swinhoe. 
3. nitidus, Blyth. 7. magnirostris, Blyth. 
4. viridanus, Blyth. 8. lugubris, Blyth. 
B. A mesial line on the crown. 
9. coronata (Temminck). 12. viridipennis, Blyth. 
10. occipitalis (Jerdon). 13. presbytis (Müller). 


11. trochiloides (Sundevall). 


PuyrLoscorus (Phylloscopus.) Bill slender, more or less 
dark underneath : no bar across the wings. 
©. Axillaries and wing-lining buff. 
14. schwarzi (Radde). 17. indicus (Jerdon). 
15. fuscatus, Blyth. 18. fuliginiventris (Hodgson). 
16. umbrovirens (Ruppell). 
D. Axillaries and wing-lining yellow or white. 


19. sibilatrix (Bechstein). 24. tristis, Blyth. 


20. trochilus (Linnzus). 25. neglectus (Hume). 
21. getkei, Seebohm. 26. affinis (Tickell). 
22. bonellii (Vieillot). 27. tytleri (Brooks). 


23. collybita (Vieillot). 


PuyLLoscorus (Reguloides). Bill slender, more or less 
dark underneath; two bars across the wing; a more or less 


distinct mesial line on the crown. 


28. superciliosus (Gmelin). 31. subviridis (Brooks). 
29. proregulus (Pallas). 32. maculipennis (Blyth). 
30. erochrous (Hodgson). 


The geographical range of this group seems to be confined 
to the Old World, one species only having hitherto been found 
F 2 
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in the western hemisphere, and that probably an accidental 
straggler on its first autumnal migration. 

The principal points to be observed in determining the 
various species of this genus are :—(a) the size of the bill and 
the colour of the under mandible; (b) the size of the bastard 
primary (in the following description the exposed portion 
only is measured) ; (c) the wing-formula, especially the rela- 
tion which the second primary bears in length to the other 
primaries; (d) the comparison between the lengths of the 
wings and tail; (e) the presence or absence of one or two 
bars across the wings, formed by the wing-coverts being paler 
in colour at their tips; (f) the presence or absence of a pale 
mesial line on the crown, which is generally accompanied by 
the intervening space between it and the superciliary streaks 
being darker than the back; (g) the colour of the axillaries 
and wing-lining; and (4) the colour of the tarsus and feet*. 

In some cases colour alone can be relied upon to deter- 
mine the species ; and the difficulty is increased by the great 
seasonal changes to which both the upper and underparts are 
subject. The autumn plumage of most of the species, more 
especially that of birds of the year, is very yellow, sometimes 
approaching buff, which frequently disappears entirely in the 
breeding-plumage of old birds, especially in the colder lati- 
tudes. The bars on the wing, and the mesial line on the 
crown, are occasionally indistinguishable when the plumage 
has become much abraded. There is also considerable varia- 
tion in size between individuals of the same species, and es- 
pecially between the sexes. An average variation in the 
length of the wing of the males will probably be about a 
quarter of an inch. The largest females are usually equal in 
size to the smallest males ; and as the females vary equally in 
length of wing, the total margin of variation between the 
smallest female and the largest male is half an inch—a very 
great variation in the length of the wing of such small birds. © 


* The comparative lengths of the tail-feathers does not seem to be a 
character of much value. Most of the species of this group have the tail 
both rounded and forked; 7. e. the two outer and the two centre feathers 
are the shortest. 
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Where the dimensions given in the following descriptions 
do not show so much variation, it may arise from my not 
having been able to procure access to a sufficiently large 
series. i 

In order satisfactorily to determine the various species of 
this genus, an acquaintance with the birds in a state of nature 
seems more than ordinarily necessary; and this is probably 
the reason why this group has not been brought into better 
order by our cabinet ornithologists. - 

The following attempt to reduce this refractory genus into 
something like order is the result of the comparison of about 
four hundred skins from the collections of the British Museum, 
Lord Tweeddale, Canon Tristram, Messrs. Dresser, Swinhoe, 
Brooks, von Homeyer, the Indian Museum, and my own 
collection. l 

I am especially indebted. to my friends, Mr. H. E. Dresser 
for assistance in working out the intricate details of the syn- 
onymy, and to Mr. W. E. Brooks for skins of various Indian 
species, which have been carefully compared with Blyth’s 
types in the Calcutta Museum. 

In the synonymy I have carefully avoided the pedantry of 
along catalogue of useless references ; and I have endeavoured 
to make the descriptions of the birds as short and as easy of 
comparison as possible. Much remains to be done in the geo- 
graphical distribution ; and doubtless a few years’ researches 
may detect many errors in, and make some additions to, our 
present knowledge of this interesting group of birds. 


#1. Puyiioscorus BorEatis (Blasius). 

Sylvia (Phyllopneuste) eversmanii, Middendorff, Sib. Reise, 
p: 178 (1851, nec Bonap.); Radde, Reisen im Süd. v. Ost- 
Sibir. ii. p. 263 (1863, nec Bonap.). 

Phyllopseustes eversmanti, Homeyer, Cab. Journ. f. Orn. 
1872, p. 202 (nec Bonap.). 

Phyllopneuste borealis, Blasius, Naumannia, 1858, p. 313. 

Phyllopseustes borealis, Meves, Cab. Journ. f. Orn. 1875, 
p. 429. | 

Phylloscopus sylvicultrix, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1860, p. 58. 
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Sylvia flavescens, G. R. Gray, P. Z.S. 1860, p. 349. 

Phylloscopus hylebata, Swinh. J. A. S. Beng. xxiv. p. 265 
(1861). 

Phyllopneuste kennicotti, Baird, Trans. Chicago Ac. Sce. i. 
p. 313 (1869).. 

Obs. Phyllopneuste javanica (Horsfield), mentioned by Bla- 
sius (Ibis, 1862, p. 66) as this species, or one very closely 
connected with it, is pronounced by Sclater and Finsch (Ibis, 
1873, p. 475) to be a Zosterops. 


Bill large, wader mandible pale. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over, especially on the 
rump, with yellowish green. Wings and tail greyish 
brown, with the outside edges of each feather broadiy 
margined with yellowish green. Superciliary streak ex- 
tending to the nape. 

Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts nearly white, slightly dashed with yellow and grey 
on the breast and flanks. Axillaries, wing-lining, and 
thighs pale yellow. After the autumn moult the whole 
of the underparts are pale yellow, dashed with grey on 
the breast and flanks. 

Third and fourth primaries longest. Fifth considerably 
shorter. Sixth very considerably shorter still. Second 
intermediate in length between the fifth and sixth. 

The bastard primary very small. 'The exposed part mea- 
sures ‘3 to ‘35 m adults, and °4 to 45 in birds of the 

ear. 

Fen bar distinct. Sometimes traces of second wing- 
bar in birds of the year. 

Length of wing—male 2°70 to 2°55, female 2°55 to 2°40. 

Length of tail—male 2°00 to 1:90, female 1:90 to 1°80. 

Legs and claws brown. 


This species breeds in the north of the palzarctic region, 
at or near the limit of forest-growth, and in a similar climate 
in the subalpine districts of Southern Siberia. It passes 
through China on migration, and winters in the East-India 
islands. an and the islands surrounding the Burmah peninsula. 
It unites s aitextreme south-eastern winter-range with a wider 
northern range than that of any other species of the genus. 
Collett has recently obtained it in Finmark ; and it is not un- 
common in summer at Archangel (Alsion and Harvie Brown, 
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Ibis, 1873, p. 61). It has been shot at Mesen (Piottuch in 
Mus. H. Seebohm) and on the Petchora (Seebohm and Harvie 
Brown, Ibis, 1876, p. 216). Skins collected by Dr. Dy- 
bowski near Lake Baical are common in collections. Mid- 
dendorff (fide Meves) found it as far east as Okotsk. Prje- 
valski found it in the breeding-season in S.E. Mongolia; and 
in Dresser’s and Lord Tweeddale’s collections are skins from 
Japan. It has been obtained on migration at St. Michael’s, 
in Norton Sound (Dail & Bannister, Trans. Chicago Ac. Sc. 
i. p. 278), and as far west as Heligoland (Gaetke, Ibis, 1862, 
p. 66). Swinhoe (Ibis, 1860, p. 53) describes this species as 
passing in great numbers through Amoy in spring and autumn, 
and notices (Ibis, 1866, p. 295) its abundance in the island of 
Formosa in October. It has not been found wintering so far 
west as Calcutta or Ceylon; but I have identified skins from 
Labuan, N.W. Borneo (Low in Brit. Mus. and Mus. H. See- 
bohm), Gilolo (Wallace in Brit. Mus.), Timor (Wallace in 
Brit. Mus.), Flores and Ternate (Wallace in Mus. Lord 
Tweeddale), Batchian (Wallace in Brit. Mus.), and South 
Andaman Islands (Wardlaw Ramsay in Mus. Lord Tweed- 
dale). On the mainland it has been found at Malacca 
(Maingay in Mus. Lord Tweeddale) and in the Tenasserim 
provinces (Stray Feathers, 11. p. 478). 

The very small bastard primary of this species serves to 
distinguish adults from every other species of the genus, ex- 
cept P. sibilatriz, with which bird it cannot possibly be con- 
founded. Birds of the year approach P. xanthodryas very 
closely, but have not quite such a large bastard primary, nor 
quite such a large bill. 

I have not been able to obtain any authentic information 
respecting the nest or eggs of this species. 


2. PHYLLOSCOPUS XANTHODKYAS, Swinhoe. 
Phylloscopus xanthodryas, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 296, 


Bill large, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts yellowish olive-green. Superciliary streak green- 
ish yellow. 

Head the same colour as the back. 
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Underparts, axillaries, and wing-lining greenish yellow, greyer 
on the breast and flanks. 

Third and fourth primaries longest. Fifth a shade shorter. 
Sixth, seventh, and eighth each considerably shorter than 
the preceding. Second primary equal to or a shade 
longer than the sixth. 

Bastard primary moderate, the exposed parts measuring ‘5 
to ‘6. 

First wing-bar distinct, rudiments of upper bar. 

Length of wing 2°85 to 2°65. 

Length of tail 2°15. 

Legs and feet light brown. 

Very little is known of the geographical distribution of 
this species. In the British Museum is one skin from Japan, 
obtained by Capt. St. John at Hakodadi. Prjevalski records 
it as breeding in Camsu, and states that P. dorealis does not 
breed there—a very interesting fact, as birds of the year of 
that species which happen to have an unusually large bastard 
primary are so much like P. xanthodryas as to suggest a 
doubt of the distinctness of the two species. Swinhoe found 
it at Amoy, in China, in spring, no doubt on migration ; and 
I have one skin obtained by Mr. Low at Labuan, N.W. Bor- 
neo, in winter. | | 

The nest and eggs of this species are unknown. 


3. PauyLĻoscorus nitipus, Blyth, 

Sylvia hippolais, Jerdon, Madras Journ. xi. p. 6 (1840, 
nec Linn.). 

Phylloscopus nitidus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 965 

(1843). 

Regulus nitidus, G. R. Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 175 (1848). 
Abrornis nitidus, Bp. Consp. G. Av. i. p. 290 (1850). 
Phylloscopus nitidus, Jerdon, B. of India, ii. p. 193 (1863). 
Hippolais swainsoni, Hodgson, in Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 82. 

no. 385 (1844). 

Bill large, pale underneath. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with light yel- 
lowish green. Wings and tail greyish brown, with 
the outside edges of each feather broadly margined 
with light yellowish green. Superciliary streak pale 
yellow. 
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Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts, axillaries, and wing-lining pale lemon-yellow. 

Third and fourth primaries longest. Fifth a shade shorter. 
Sixth and seventh each considerably shorter than the 
preceding. Second primary equal to the seventh, some- 


times a little longer. 
Bastard primary rather small, the exposed part measuring 


5 to ‘6. 
First wing-bar distinct, upper bar wanting. 
Length of wing—male 2°65 to 2°5, female 2°5 to 2°35. 
Length of tail—male 2°05 to 1:95, female 1°9 to 1°8. 
Legs and claws brown. 

So far as is known, this species has a very restricted range, 
probably breeding in the North-western Himalayas, and win- 
tering in Bengal, Southern India, and Ceylon. Hume met 
with it in the Punjaub (Stray Feathers, 1873, p. 197), and 
Mr. R. M. Adam near the Sambhur lake (ibid. p. 382). Blyth 
says (J. A. S. Beng. 1854, p. 483) that it is generally distri- 
buted but rare in Lower Bengal. I have skins obtained on 
migration by Mr. Brooks at Etawah. Jerdon mentions it as 
frequent in winter in Southern India, but rare near Calcutta 
(Birds of Ind. ii. p. 193). Ceylon is one of its favourite winter- 
quarters (Legge, Ibis, 1874, p. 22), and there are several skins 
of this species from that island in Lord Tweeddale’s collection. 
Strange to say, a solitary bird of this species fell to the gun of 
Mr. Gaetke’s son Ludwig, in Heligoland. Mr. Gaetke’s obser- 
vations seem satisfactorily to prove that birds of the year 
migrate earlier than their parents. It is scarcely to be 
wondered at that, on their first journey, they should some- 
times stray far out of the usual track. It will doubtless be 
found that most of the accidental visits of birds to unusual 
localities are those of birds of the year on their first autumnal 
migration. l 

The nest and eggs of this bird are unknown. 


4. PHYLLOSCOPUS VIRIDANUS, Blyth. | 

Phyllopneuste rufa, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xi. p. 191 (1842, 
nec Bodd.). i 

Phylloscopus viridanus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 967 
(1843). 
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Phyllopneuste viridanus, G. R. Gray, App. Cat. B. Nep. p. 
152 (1846). 

Regulus viridanus, G. R. Gray, Gen. B. 1. p. 175 (1848). 

Abrornis viridana, Bonap. Consp. p. 290 (1850). 

Phyllopneuste affinis, Blyth, Ann. Nat. Hist. xii. p. 98 
(1843, nec Tickell). 

Abrornis tenuiceps, Hodgson, Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 82 
(1844). | 

Phyllopneuste intermedia, Severtzoff, Faun. of Turkestan, 
p. 125 (1873)—see Ibis, 1876, p. 81. 


Bill large, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with yellowish 
green. Wings and tail greyish brown, with the outside 
edges of each feather margined with yellowish green. 
Superciliary streak pale greyish green, extending to the 
nape. 

Head ande darker colour than the back. 

Underparts, including the axillaries, wing-lining, thighs, and 
under tail-coverts pale greyish yellow. 

Third, fourth, and fifth primaries longest. Sixth, seventh, 
and eighth each considerably shorter than the preceding. 
Second primary generally equal to the seventh; some- 
times a shade shorter or a shade longer. 

Bastard primary rather small. Exposed part ‘5 to ‘6. 

First wing-bar distinct. Upper bar wanting. 

Length of wing—male 2°5 to 2°3, female 2°3 to 2°18. 

Length of tail—male 2°0 to 1:95, female 1°9 to 1'8. 

Legs and claws lead-colour (pale greenish plumbeous, Blyth ; 
brownish grey, Scully, in ‘Stray Feathers’). 


This species has a somewhat restricted range, probably 
breeding at a considerable elevation in the alpine districts of 
the Himalayas from Cashmere‘to Darjeeling, and migrating 
to the plains of North India and Burmah during the cold 
season. Scully records it north of the Karakorum Pass 
(Stray Feathers, 1876, p. 148). Brooks (Ibis, 1872, p. 31) 
found it during the breeding-season in Cashmere ; and Jerdon 
(Birds of I. ii. p. 194) records it from Darjeeling. In von 
Homeyer’s collection is a skin obtained by Meves at Tjubuk, 
in the Ural, 16th Aug. 1872, which, Mr. Brooks agrees with 
me, cannot be referred to any other species but this. Blyth 
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(J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 967) speaks of it as the commonest 
species of the genus in the cold season at Calcutta and in 
Lower Bengal. I have several skins collected in winter at 
Cawnpore (Brooks); and in Lord Tweeddale’s collection are 
skins from Moulmein and Kyouk-kyre in Burmah (Capt. 
Beavan). 

The nest and eggs of this species are unknown. 

The difference in colour of both the upper and under- 
parts seems to be the only mode of distinguishing this from 
the preceding species. 


5. PHYLLOSCOPUS TENELLIPES, Swinhoe. 
Phylloscopus tenellipes, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1860, p. 53. 


Bill large, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over, especially on the 
rump, with buffish brown. Wings and tail greyish brown, 
with the outside edge of each feather broadly margined 
with buffish brown. Superciliary streak buffish. white. 

Head rather darker than the back. 

Underparts white, dashed all over with buff, especially on the 
breast and flanks. Axillaries and wing-lining pale yellow. 

Third, fourth, and fifth primaries longest. Sixth, seventh, 
and eighth each considerably shorter than the prece- 
ding. Second primary about equal to the seventh. 

Bastard primary small, the exposed part measuring ‘5 to ‘53. 

First wing-bar distinct, the upper bar less so. 

Length of wing—male 2°38, female 2°3. 

Length of tail—male 1°86, female 1°33. 

Legs and claws'pale flesh-colour. 


The only skins of this species which I have ever seen or 
heard of are two in Swinhoe’s collection, obtained by him- 
self at Amoy, one on the 12th Oct. 1855, and the other in 
April 1861, and a female in Lord Tweeddale’s collection, 
marked “ Hakodadi, Japan, 5th May, 1865.” 

The nest and eggs of this bird are unknown. 

A smaller bird with pale tarsi, like this species, has been 
described from the Eastern Himalayas by Blanford (J. A. S. 
Beng. 1872, pt. 2, p. 162) as P. pallidipes. I have not seen 
this bird ; but Mr. Brooks has examined the type in the Cal- 
cutta Museum, and assures me that it is a Horornis. 
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6. PHyLLoscopus PLUMBEITARSUS, Swinhoe. 

Sylvia (Phyllopneuste) coronata, Middendorff, Sib. Reise, 
p. 182 (1851, nec Temm.) ; Radde, Reisen im Süd. v. Ost- 
Siber. ii. p. 263 (1863, nec Temm.). 

Phyllopneuste (Phyllobasileus) coronatus, Homeyer, Cab. 
Journ. f. Orn. 1872, p. 207 (nec Temm.). 

Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1861, p. 330. 

Phyllopneuste plumbeitarsus, Homeyer, Cab. Journ. f. Orn. 
1872, p. 206. 

Phylloscopus excoronatus, Homeyer, Cab. Journ. f. Orn. 
1872, p. 207. 

Phyllopseustes middendorfii, Meves, Ofv. k. Vet. Ak. Forh: 
1871, p. 758. 

Hypolais graminis, Severtzofi, Faun. of Turkestan, p. 125 
(1873) ; see Ibis, 1876, p. 31. 

Phylloscopus viridanus, Dresser, Ibis, 1876, p. 82 (nec 
Blyth). 


Bill large, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over, especially on the 
rump, with yellowish green. Wings and tail greyish 
brown, with the outside edge of each feather broadly 
margined with yellowish green. Pale greenish white 
superciliary streak very sharply defined, and extending 
to the nape. 

Head same colour as the back. 

Underparts nearly white, slightly dashed with yellow and 
grey on the breast and flanks. Axillaries, wing-lining, 
and thighs pale yellow. 

Third and fourth primaries longest. Fifth a shade shorter. 
Sixth, seventh, and eighth each considerably shorter than 
the preceding. Second primary intermediate in length 
between the seventh and eighth. 

Bastard primary rather large, the exposed part measuring ‘5 
in small females to ‘58 to ‘65 in males. 

First wing-bar distinct. Upper bar generally equally so. 

Length of wing—male 2°50 to 2°35, female 2°35 to 2°2. 

Length of tail—male 2°05 to 1:8, female 1:8. 

Legs and claws lead-colour. 


This species appears to have a similar range to that of P. 
borealis, but more restricted. In the breeding-season it is 
found in the subalpine districts of the North-eastern Palæ- 
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arctic Region from the Ural to the Pacific. Prjevalsky (Mong. 
and the Tang. Country, vol. ii. p. 35) found it in the breeding- 
season in the pine-districts of Camsu. It passes through 
China on migration, and probably winters in Burma and the 
East-India Islands. Meves (Jour. fiir Ornith. 1875, p. 429) 
heard its note near Perm, and shot specimens on the eastern 
slope of the Ural. Skins obtained by Dr. Dybowski in the 
subalpine region near Lake Baical are not uncommon in col- 
lections ; and Middendorff (fide Meves) obtained it as far east 
as Okotsk. Swinhoe found it on the west coast of Hainan in 
March (Ibis, 1870, p. 845); and in Lord Tweeddale’s collection 
are skins from Kyouk-kyre in British Burmah (Wardlaw 
Ramsay, Jan. 1874), and Moulmein, Burmah (Capt. Beavan, 
Sept. 1865). 
The nest and eggs of this bird are unknown. 


7. PHYLLOSCOPUS MAGNIROSTRIS, Blyth. 

Phylloscopus magnirostris, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 
966 (1843). 

Phyllopneuste magnirostris, G. R. Gray, App. Hodes Cat. 
B. Nep. p. 15 (1846). 

Phyllopneuste trochilus, Hodgson in Gray’s Zool. Misc. 
p. 82 (1844, nec Linn); J. E. Gray, Cat. Mamm. & B. Nep. 
Hodgson, p. 65 (1846, nec Linn.). 

Phylloscopus javanicus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xiii. p. 898 
(1844, nec Horsfield) ; Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. A. S. Beng. p. 185 
(1849, nec Horsfield). 

Sylvia javanica, G. R. Gray, Gen. of B. i. p. 174 (1848, 
nec Horsfield). 

Phyllopneuste javanica, Bonap. Consp. Av. p. 290 (1850, 
nec Horsfield). l 
Bill large, under mandible pale at base. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with olive-green. 
Wings and tail greyish brown, with the outside edge of 
each feather margined with olive- -green. Superciliary 
streak yellowish white. 

Head darker colour than the back. 

Underparts pale greyish yellow, greyest on the breast and 


flanks. Axillaries, wing-lining, and thighs greyish 
yellow. 
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Fourth and fifth primaries longest. Third a shade shorter. 
Sixth a shade shorter than the third. Seventh and eighth 
each considerably shorter than the preceding. Second 
about equal to the eighth. 

Bastard primary large, the exposed part measuring °6 to °7. 

First wing-bar distinct. Rudiments of upper bar. 

Length of wing—male 2°83 to 2°5, female 2°25 to 2°23. 

Length of tail—male 2°3 to 2'1, female 2'1 to 1°9. 

Legs and claws albescent plumbeous (Blyth). 

This bird appears to be strictly an Indian species, breeding 
in Cashmere (Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 26). Mr. Brooks informs 
me that it is found in the north-west provinces of India only on 
migration. In winter it is found sparingly near Calcutta and 
Lower Bengal, and is generally distributed over Western, 
Central, and Southern India as far south as Ceylon (Legge, 
Ibis, 1874, p. 73). Blyth says (J. A. S. Beng. 1854, p. 483), 
that it has been seen on the eastern coast of the Bay of 
Bengal as far as Chusan ; and in Lord Tweeddale’s collection 
is a skin from the 8. Andaman Islands (Wardlaw Ramsay). 

The nest and eggs of this bird are unknown. 


8. PuyLioscopus LUGUBRIS, Blyth. 

Phylloscopus lugubris, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 968 
(1843) ; Blyth, Ann. Nat. Hist. xii. p. 98 (1843); Blyth, J. 
A.S. Beng. xiv. p. 591 (1845); Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. A. S. 
Beng. p. 185 (1849) ; Jerdon, B. of India, ii. p. 192 (1863). 

Regulus lugubris, G. R. Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 175 (1848). 

Abrornis lugubris, Bonap. Consp. Av. p. 290 (1850). 

Abrornis xanthogaster, Hodgson, Gray’s Zool. Mise. p. 82 
(1844) ; J. E. Gray, Cat. Mamm. & B. Nep. Hodgson, p. 66 
(1846). 

Phyllopneuste flaveolus, G. R. Gray, App. Cat. B. Nep. 
p. 152 (1846). 

Regulus flaveolus, G. R. Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 175 (1848). 

Abrornis flaveolus, Bonap, Consp. Av. p. 290 (1850). 

Bill large, under mandible pale at the base. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with olive-green. 

+ Wings and tail greyish brown, with the outside edge of 
each feather margined with olive-green. Superciliary 
streak yellowish white. 
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Head rather darker colour than the back. 

Underparts pale greyish yellow, greyest on the breast and 
flanks. Axillaries, wing-lining, and thighs greyish 

ellow. 

Fourth and fifth primaries longest. Third and sixth a shade 
shorter. Seventh considerably shorter. Second primary 
considerably shorter than the eighth, equal to about the 
tenth. 

Bastard primary very large, the exposed part measuring ‘7 
to ‘8. 

First bar across the wings distinct. Sometimes rudiments of 
an upper bar. 

Length of wing—male 2°6 to 2°4, female 2°4 to 2°25. 

Length of tail—male 2°35 to 2:0, female 2°0 to 1°85. 

Legs pale greenish dusky (Blyth). 

This species is quite eastern in its range, wintering on both 
coasts of the Bay of Bengal. It probably breeds in the East- 
ern Himalayas. Mr. Brooks informs me that it is common 
at Sikkim, but is not found in the north-west provinces. 
Blyth (J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 968) says that it is common in 
Lower Bengal during the cold season, and more or less so 
over the country generally. In Lord Tweeddale’s collection 
are skins from Assam and Pegu (Wardlaw Ramsay). Hume 
records it from the Tenasserim Provinces (Stray Feathers, ii. 
p. 478), and Dr. Steere has recently obtained a skin in the 
Philippines. 

The nest and eggs of this bird are unknown. 

This bird and the preceding are much darker than the 
nearly allied species, and are distinguishable from each other 
by their different wing-formule ; their notes are said to be 
unlike; and they vary somewhat in their geographical range ; 
otherwise they seem to be very closely allied. 


9. PHYLLoscoPus coronatus (Temm.). 
Ficedula coronata, Temm. & Schl. Fauna Jap. Aves, p. 48, 
t. 18 (1847). 
Phyllopneuste coronata, Bp. Consp. Av. i. p. 290 (1850). 
Phylloscopus coronatus, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1863, p. 98. 
Bill large, under mandible very pale. 


Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over, especially on the 
rump, with yellowish green. Wings and tail greyish 
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brown, with the outside edge of each feather broadly 
margined with yellowish green. Superciliary streak. 
extending to the nape. 

Head darker colour than the back, with a distinct pale mesial 
line. 

Underparts nearly white, slightly dashed with yellow and 
grey on the breast and flanks. Axillaries, wing-lining, 
and thighs pale yellow. Under tail-coverts pale yellow. 

Third and fourth primaries longest. Fifth a shade shorter: 
Sixth considerably shorter. Second a shade shorter than 
the sixth. Seventh considerably shorter than the second. 

Bastard primary small, the exposed part about ‘5 to ‘55. 

First wing-bar distinct. Second sometimes wanting. 

Length of wing—male 2°55 to 2°4, female 2°4 to 2°25. 

Length of tail—male 2 to 1:9, female 1:9 to 1°8. 

Legs and claws light brown. 


This species seems to be the most easterly in its range of 
any of the genus. It is common in summer in Japan (Capi. 
Blakiston, Ibis, 1862, p. 317; Whitely, Ibis, 1867, p. 197). 
On the continent it has been found near the river Ussuri, 
lat. 48° (in Mus. von Homeyer). Swinhoe obtained it in 
North China from Peking (Ibis, 1863, p. 93) probably on | 
migration. He also found it during the spring migration at 
Amoy (Ibis, 1860, p. 54), and again on the Island of Formosa 
(Ibis, 1863, p. 307), also probably during migration. In 
winter this species has been obtained in Java (in Stockholm 
Mus. fide Meves) and at Malacca (Maingay in Mus. Lord 
Tweeddale. 

I have been unable to obtain any information respecting 
the nidification of this bird. l 

This species is easily distinguishable from any of its near 
allies by its comparatively long second primary, and by the 
yellowness of the under tail-coverts compared with the rest 
of the underparts. 


10. PHyLuoscopus occipiTatis (Jerdon). 

Phyllopneuste occipitalis, Jerdon, reference unknown. 

Phylloscopus occipitalis, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xiv. p. 593 
(1845). 

Reguloides occipitalis, Jerdon, B. of India, ii. p. 196 
(1863). 
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Abrornis occipitalis, Gray, Hand-list B. i. p. 217. no. pues 
(1869). 

Bill large, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with light “ap 
lowish green. _ Wings and tail greyish brown, with the 
outside edge of each feather broadly margined with light 
yellowish green. Supercilary streak pale yellow. 

Head darker-coloured than the back, with a distinct pale 
mesial line. à 

Underparts nearly white, dashed all over, agraciritlt on the 
breast and flanks, with yellow and grey. Axillaries and 
wing-lining pale yellow. 

Third, fourth, and fifth primaries longest. Sixth rather 
shorter. Seventh and eighth each considerably shorter 
than the preceding. Second primary intermediate in 
length between the seventh and eighth. 

Exposed part of bastard primary measures °55 to ‘7 

First wing-bar rather indistinct. No upper bar. 

Length of Tes aS 2°65 to 2°45, female 2°45 to 2:3, 

Length of tail—male 2°15 to 2:0, female 2°0 to 1: 9. 

Legs and claws light brown. 

This species appears to have an extremely limited range, 
breeding in the North-west Himalayas, crossing the plains of 
India on migration, and wintering in Southern India. 

Brooks found it abundant in Cashmere (Ibis, 1872, p. 29), 
and says that it also breeds at Rogee and Chenee (Ibis, 1869, 
p. 457). Its eggs have also been taken at Murree (Stray 
Feathers, 1873, p. 355). Blyth says that it is found in South 
India in the cold season (J. A. S. Beng. 1854, p. 483). 

Brooks describes the nest of this species as not domed, but 
placed in a hole under the roots of a large tree on some steep 
bank-side—-a loosely formed structure lined with fine grass, 
a little wool, and a few hairs. Eggs pure white. 


1]. PHytioscorus rRocnitomwes (Sundevall). | 

Phyllopneuste reguloides, Blyth, J. A, S. Beng. xi. p. 191 
(1842). 

Phytloscopus reguloides, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xii, p. 963 
(1843). 

Acanthiza trochiloides, Sundevall, Ann. Nat. Hist. xviii, 
p. 252 (1846), 
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Regulus trochiloides, G. R. Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 175 (1848). 
Reguloides trochiloides, Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. A. S. Beng. 

p- 184 (1849). 

Abrornis trochiloides, Bonap. C. G. Av. p. 290 (1850). 

Bull large, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with yellowish 
green. Wings and tail greyish brown, with the outside 
edge of each feather broadly margined with yellowish 
green. Superciliary streak pale yellow. 

Head darker-coloured than the back, with a distinct pale 
mesial line. 

Underparts nearly white, dashed all over, especially on the 
breast and flanks, with yellow and grey. Axillaries and 
wing-lining pale yellow. 

Third, fourth, and fifth primaries lorigest. Sixth rather 
shorter. Seventh and eighth each considerably shorter 
than the preceding. Second primary intermediate in 
length between the seventh and the eighth. 

Exposed part of bastard primary measures ‘55 to °65. 

First wing-bar very distinct. Upper bar less distinct. 

Length of wing—male 2°6 to 2°45, female 2°45 to 2°25. 

Length of tail—male 2°15 to 2:0, female 2-0 to 1:9. 

Legs and claws ight brown. 


This species appears to have a very limited range. It is 
supposed to breed in the alpine districts of the South-east 
Himalayas, and to winter on the north and east shores of the 
Bay of Bengal. 

It is common in the breeding-seasn at Rogee and Chenee 
(Ibis, 1869, p. 458). Capt. Beavan found it at Darjeeling 
(Ibis, 1868, p. 73). Blyth says that it visits Lower Bengal in 
some abundance during the cold season (J. A. S. Beng. xxiii. 
p. 488) ; and Hume includes it in the list of birds from the 
Tenasserim provinces (Stray Feathers, ii. p. 478). 

The nest and eggs of this bird are unknown. 

This species apparently differs from the preceding only in 
being of a darker colour on the upper parts, with a more or 
Jess distinct upper bar across the wing, which is wanting in its 
near ally. 


12. PHYLLOscoPUS VIRIDIPENNIS, Blyth. 
Phylloscopus viridipennis, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xxiv! by 279 
(1856). 
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Reguloides viridipennis, Jerdon, B. of India, ii. p. 198 
(1863). 

Bill large, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts yellowish olive-green. Wings and tail greyish 
brown, with the outside edge of each feather broadly 
margined with yellowish green. Superciliary streak . 
pale yellow. 

Head darker-coloured than the back, with a pale mesial line. 

Underparts yellowish white, greyer on the breast and flanks. 
Axillaries and wing-lining bright yellow. 

Fourth and fifth primaries longest. Third and sixth rather 
shorter. Seventh, eighth, and ninth each considerably 
shorter than the preceding. Second primary about 
equal to the ninth. 

Exposed part of bastard primary °5 to °65. 

Two distinct wing-bars. 

Length of wing—male 2°4 to 2°25, female 2°25 to 2°1. 

Length of tail—male 1:9 to 1°8, female 1°8 to 1'7. 

Legs and claws brown. 

This species has been supposed to breed in Cashmere and 
the Western Himalayas, to cross the plains of India on mi- 
gration, and to winter in Central India. Scully found it 
common in August about halfway between Leh (Ladak) and 
Yarkand (Stray Feathers, 1876, p. 149). Mr. Brooks in- 
forms me that it is frequent in Cashmere, and that it has 
been found as far east as Darjeeling. In Lord Tweeddale’s col- 
lection are skins from the Garo Hills (Godwin-Austen); and 
Hume includes it in his list of birds from the Tenasserim 
provinces (Stray Feathers, 1874, p. 479). 

The eggs and nest of this bird are unknown. 


13. PHytioscopus PpresByTis (Müller). 
_ Sylvia presbytis, Müll. in Leyden Museum, reference un- 
known. | 

Phyllopseuste presbytis, G. R. Say © Frandi] list of Birds, i. 
p. 216. no. 3062 (1869). 

Sylvia presbytis, Blyth, Ibis, 1870, p. 169. 

Gerygone superciliosa, Wallace, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 491 (nec 
Gmelin). 
Bill rather large, under mandible pale. 
Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with yellowish 
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green. Wings and tail greyish brown, with the outside 
edge of each feather margined with yellowish green. 
Inner web of three outer tail-feathers on each side white. 

Head rather darker than the back, with an indistinct pale 
mesial line. 

Underparts, axillaries, and wing-lining greyish yellow, paler 
on the throat. í 

Fourth and fifth primaries longest. Sixth and seventh rather 
shorter. Third primary equal to the seventh. Second 
primary equal to the eleventh or twelfth. 

Bastard primary rather large, the exposed part measuring ‘55. 

First bar rather indistinct, sometimes altogether abraded. 
No upper bar. 

Length of wing 2°15. 

Length of tail 1-7. 

Legs and claws lead-colour (Wallace). 

This species has hitherto only been found on the island of 
Timor. There are two skins in the British Museum, the 
types of Gerygone superciliosa of Wallace, and a third skin 
labelled “ Sylvia (Phyllopneuste) presbytis, Timor, Wallace.” 
I cannot detect any difference between these birds and those, 
collected by Miiller, in the Leyden Museum. 


14. PuyLLoscorus scuwarzı (Radde). 

Sylvia (Phyllopneuste) schwarzi, Radde, Reisen im Süd. 
v. Ost-Sibir. ii. p. 260 (1863). 

Phylloscopus brooksi, Hume, Stray Feath. ii. p. 505 (1874). 


Bill stout, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts greyish brown. Wings and tail same colour. 
Superciliary streak buffish white. 

Head same colour as the back. 

Underparts buffish white. Axillaries, wing-lining, breast, 
flanks, and under tail-coverts buff. 

Fourth and fifth primaries longest. Third and sixth rather 
shorter. Seventh and eighth each considerably shorter 
than the preceding. Second primary equal to the eighth. 

Bastard primary large, the exposed part measuring ‘8. 

No wing-bar. 

Length of wing 2°5 to 2°45. 

Length of tail 2°25 to 2°05. 

Legs and feet light brown. 


But little is known of the geographical distribution of this 
species. Homeyer and Dresser both possess skins obtained 


or Willow-Warblers. 85 


by Dr. Dybowski near Lake Baical; Homeyer has one skin 
from Tura; and Radde found it at Tarei-nor, in lat. 56°, 
and in the Bureja mountains, in lat. 58°. In winter it has been 
obtained near Pahpoon in India (Davison, Stray Feathers, 
1874, p. 505). © f 

This species is nearest allied to P. fuscatus, but differs 
from that bird in the shape of the bill, which is of about the 
same length and width at the base, but much stouter and 
blunter at the point, having a profile quite Finch-like in com- 
parison with the slender Phylloscopine type. 

The nest and eggs of this bird are unknown. 


15. PuyLrLoscorus ruscarus, Blyth. 

Phylloscopus fuscatus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xi. p. 113 
(1842); Jerdon, B. of India, ii. p. 191 (1863). 

Phyllopneuste fuscatus, Homeyer, Cab. Jour. f. Orn. 1872, 
p. 202. 

Phylloscopus brunneus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xiv. 5 591 
(1845). 

Sylvia (Phyllopneuste) siberica, Middendorff, Sib. Reise, 
p. 180 (1851); Radde, Reisen im Süd. von Ost-Sibir. ii. p. 260 
(1863). 

Abrornis armandi, Milne-Edwards, N. Arch. Mus. i. p. 22 
(1865). 

Oreopneuste davidii, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 355. 

Phyllopneuste maacki, Tristram, Ibis, 1871, p. 110 (nec 
Schrenck). 

Obs. Phyllopneuste maacki (Schrenck) is an Acrocephalus 
or, more probably, a Hypolais. 

Bill slender, under mandible pale at the base. 

Upper parts greyish brown. Wings and tail same colour. 
Superciliary stripe buffish white. 

Head same colour as the back. 

Underparts buffish white. . Axillaries, wing-lining, breast, 
flanks, and under tail-coverts buff. 

Fourth and fifth primaries longest. Third and sixth a shade 
shorter. Seventh, eighth, and ninth each considerably 
shorter than the preceding. Second primary equal to 
the ninth or tenth. 

Bastard primary large, the exposed part measuring ‘7 to ‘8. 
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No wing-bar. 
Length of wing—male 2°55 to 2°3, female 2°35 to 2°15. 
Length of tail—male 2°4 to 2°2, female 2°2 to 2'0. 
Legs and claws brown. 
- This species is more northerly in its range than many others 
of the genus. It breeds in the subalpine districts of Lake 
Baical (skins collected by Dr. Dybowski in this district are 
common in collections). It passes through S.E. Mongolia 
(Prjevalsky, Mong. and the Tangut Country, il. p. 36) and 
North China on migration (Swinhoe, Ibis, 1861, p. 330), and 
is common during the winter months at Amoy (Swinhoe, 
Ibis, 1860, p. 53), Formosa and Japan (Blyth, Ibis, 1867, 
p. 25). Jerdon (Birds of I. i. p. 191) says that it is not 
found in South India; but in Lord Tweeddale’s collection are 
skins from Assam (Godwin-Austen), Burmah, and Calcutta. 
This species is said to lay pure white eggs. 


` 16. PHYLLOSCOPUS UMBROVIRENS (Riipp.). 
Ficedula umbrovirens, Rüpp. Neu. Wirb. p. 112 (1835); 
idem, Syst. Uebers. no. 148 (1845). 
-= Phyllopneuste umbrovirens, Heugl. Orn. N.O.-Afr. p. 301 
(1869). 
Phylloscopus umbrovirens, Blanford, Geol. & Zool. of Abyss. 
p. 378 (1870). 


Bill slender, under mandible pale. 

Upper par ts greyish brown. Wings and tail greyish brown, 
with the outside edge of each feather broadly margined 
with bright green. Superciliary stripe buff. 

Head same colour as the back. 

Underparts duff’, slightly yellow on the axillaries and wing- 
lining. 

Sixth primary longest. Fourth and fifth a shade shorter. 

= Third rather shorter still. Seventh and eighth each 
considerably shorter. Second primary equal to the 
eleventh or twelfth. 

Bastard primary large, the pee part measuring *65 to °7. 

No wing-bar. 

Length of wing 2°2. 

Length of tail 1°75. 

Legs and claws dark brown. 


The only two skins of this species which I have seen are 
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from Senafe, Abyssinia. One is in Lord Tweeddale’s collec- 
tion, and the other in the British Museum. They were ob- 
tained at an elevation of 7500 feet. 

Nothing whatever is known of the migration or nidification 
of this species. 


17. Puytuoscorus 1npicus (Jerdan). 


Sylvia indica, Jerdon, Madras Journ. xi. p. 6 (1840). 

Phylloscopus indicus, Jerdon, B. of India, ii. 194 (1863). 

Phylloscopus griseolus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xvi. p. 443 
(1847). i 

Ficedula obscura, Severtzoff, Fauna of Turkestan, pp. 65, 
124 (1873)—see Ibis, 1876, p. 82. 


Bull slender, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts greyish brown, without any tinge of green. 
Wings and tail the same colour. Superciliary streak 
greyish yellow, sharply defined, and extending to the 
nape. . 

Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts buffish yellow, darkest on the breast and flanks. 
Axillaries and wing-lining buff. 

Third, fourth, fifth, and sixth primaries longest. Seventh, 
eighth, and ninth each considerably shorter than the 
preceding. Second equal to the ninth or tenth. 

Bastard primary large, the exposed part measuring ‘75 to ‘8. 

No wing-bar. . 

Length of wing—male 2°6 to 2°5, female 2°25. 

Length of tail—male 2°05, female 2°0. 

Legs and claws albescent plumbeous (Blyth). 


This is one of the rarer species of the genus, and one having 
apparently a very restricted range. It probably breeds in 
the alpine districts of the Himalayas, in the north-east of 
India, migrating to the north-west provinces in the cooler 
weather. Brooks (Ibis, 1869, p. 56) says that it is frequently 
seen at Almorah, and mentions (Ibis, 1872, p.31) great num- 
bers ascending the hills towards Simla about the end of April. 
Jerdon (Birds of I. ii. p. 195) says that it winters in Central 
India. 

The nest and eggs of this bird are unknown, 
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18. PHyLLoscopus FULIGINIVENTRIS (Hodgson). 
Horornis fuligiventer, Hodgson, P. Z. S. 1845, p. 31; idem, 

Ann. Nat. Hist. xvi. p. 201 (1847). 

Horornis fuligiventris, J. E. Gray, Cat. M. & B. of Nep. 

Hodgson, p. 64 (1846). 

Regulus fuliginoventris, G. R. Gray, Gen. of B. 1. p. 175 

(1848). l i 

Horornis fuliginiventris, Bp. Consp. G. Av. p. 290 (1850). 

Phylloscopus fuliginiventris, Blanford, J. A. S. Beng. 1872, 
pt. u. p. 54. 

Horornis fuliginiventer, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 21. 

Bill slender, under mandible dark. 

Upper parts sepia-brown, dashed all over with dirty buff- — 
green. Wings and tail sepia-brown, with the outside 
edge of each feather broadly margined with dirty buff- 
green. Superciliary streak dirty buff-yellow. 

Head same colour as the back. 

Underparts, axillaries, wing-lining, and thighs dirty buff- 

ellow. 

Fourth and fifth primaries longest. Third a shade less. Sixth 
a shade less than third. Seventh, eighth, and ninth each 
rather less than the preceding. Second primary equal 
to about the tenth. 

Bastard primary large, the exposed part measuring °7. 

No wing-bar. 

Length of wing 2°2 to 2°1. 

Length of tail 1°8 to 1°75. 

Legs and claws brown. 

This species frequents the hills of Nepal and Sikkim. 

Nothing is known respecting its nidification. 


19. PHyYLLoscopus sIBILATRIx (Bechstein). 

Motacilla sibilatrix, Bechst. Naturforscher, xxvii. p. 47 
(1793). | 

Asilus sibilairix, Bechst. Orn. Taschenb. p. 176 (1802). 

Sylvia sibilatriz, Bechst. Naturg. Deutschl. iii. p. 561 
(1807). 

Ficedula sibilatrix, Koch, Baier. Zool. i. p. 159 (1816). 

Curruca sibilatriz, Flem. Brit. Anim. p. 70 (1828). 

Phyllopneuste sibilatrix, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl. p. 425 
(1831). 
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Sylvicola sibilatrix, Eyton, Cat. Brit. B. p. 14 (1836). 

Phylloscopus sibilatrix, Newton, in Yarr. Brit. B. ed. 4. 1. 
p. 427 (1878). 

Sylvia sylvicola, Mont. Trans. Linn. Soc. iv. p. 35 (1798). 

Phyllopneuste sylvicola, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl. p. 426 
(1831). 

Trochilus major, Forst. Synopt. Cat. p. 14 (1817). 

Phyllopneuste megarhynchos, C. L. Brehm. Vög. Deutschl. 
p. 525 (1831). 

Sylvia sibilans, Blyth, in Whites Nat. Hist. Serie} 
p. 26, footnote (1858). 

Bill slender, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts olive-green, dashed all over, especially on the 
rump, with yellow. Wings and tail greyish brown, with 
the outside edge of each feather broadly margined with 
greenish yellow. Tertiaries edged with yellowish white. 
Primaries dipped with dirty white. Superciliary streak 
greenish yellow. 

Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts white, dashed all over on the throat, and slightly 
on the breast and flanks, with yellow. Axillaries, wing- 
lining, and thighs yellow. 

Third primary longest. Second sometimes longer, sometimes 
shorter than the fourth, always much longer than the fifth. 

Bastard primary very small, the exposed part measuring ‘3 
to 4. 

No wing-bar, but wing-coverts edged, not tipped, with yel- 
lowish green. 

Length of wing—male 2°8 to 3'1, female 2°9 to 3:0. 

Length of tail—male 2-0 to 2°25, female 1°85 to 1°95. 

Legs and claws brown. 

This species breeds in Central E oN 18 very rare in Ire- 
land, common in England, and is found in Scotland as far 
north as Inverness. It is not found in Norway, but has been 
seen in Sweden as far north as Stockholm and Upsala. Harvie 
Brown and Alston found it at Archangel; andit has been met 
with in the Ural as far north as Bogosloffsk (see Dresser’s 
‘Birds of Europe’). It breeds near Gibraltar (Irby, Ibis, 
1872, p. 200) and in Sardinia (Brooke, Ibis, 1873, p. 243), 
but passes Malta only on migration (Wright, Ibis, 1864, p. 70). 
It breeds in Transylvania (Danford and Harvie Brown, Ibis, 
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1875, p. 308) ; but in Greece and Asia Minor it is only found 
on migration, as is also the case in Palestine (Tristram, Ibis, 
1867, p. 83). Tt winters in North Africa, having been found 
to the east as far south as Abyssinia, and to the west as far 
south as the Gold Coast (Dresser, Birds of Europe). The 
most easterly locality recorded of this bird is Lankoran, on 
the south-western shore of the Caspian (Blanford, Eastern 
Persia, ii. p. 183). - 

This species builds a semi-domed nest, lined with dried 
grass and hair, on or near the ground. The eggs are white, 
profusely spotted with dark purple. 


20. PHYLLOSCOPUS TROCHILUS (Linnæus). 

Ficedula asilus, Briss. Orn. iii. p. 479 (1760). 

Motacilla trochilus, Linn. Syst. Nat. 1. 388 (1766). 

Sylvia trochilus, Scop. Ann. I. Hist. Nat. no. 238, p. 160 
(1769). 

Sylvia trochilus, Boie, Isis, 1822, p. 552. | 

Phylloscopus trochilus, Boie, Isis, 1826, p. 972. 

Regulus trochilus, Flem. Brit. Anim. p. 72 (1828). 

Phyllopneuste trochilus, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl. p. 429 
(1831). 

Sylvicola trochilus, Eyton, Cat. Brit. B. p. 13 (1836). 

Ficedula trochilus, Keys. & Blas. Wirbelth. Eur. p. 56 
(1840). 

Motacilla fitis, Bechstein, Gem. Nat. Deutschl. iv. p. 678 
(1795). 

Sylvia fitis, Bechstein, Orn. Taschenb. i. p. 187 (1802). 

Ficedula fitis, Koch, Baier. Zool. 1. p. 159 (1816). | 

Phyllopneuste fitis, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl. p. 427 
(1831). 

Trochilus medius, Forst. Synopt. Cat. p. 15. (1817). 

Phyllopneuste arborea, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl. p. 427 
(1831). 

Phylloscopus acredula, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl. p. 428 
(1831). 

Sylvia melodia, Blyth, Rennie’s Field Nat. i. p. 425 (1833). 


Bill slender, under mandible dark. 
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Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with yellowish 
green, especially on the rump. Wings and tail greyish 
brown, with the outside edge of each feather margined 
with yellowish green. Primaries tipped with dirty white. 
Superciliary streak greenish yellow. 

Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts white, dashed all over with yellow. Breast and 
flanks tinged with buff. 

Third primary longest. Fourthashadeshorter. Fifth rather 
shorter. Sixth considerably shorter than the preceding. 
Second primary intermediate in length between the fifth 
and sixth. 

Bastard primary medium, the exposed part measuring—males 
average ‘6, females average ‘5. In rare instances males 
measure °63, and as small as 48. In rare instances 
females measure °6, and as small as ‘38. 

No wing-bar. 

Length “of wing—male 2°88 to 2°65, females 2°65 to 2°45. 

Length of tail—male 2°3 to 2'1, female 2°1 to 1:88. 

Legs and claws brown. 


This species: breeds in Northern and Central Europe, and 
winters in South-eastern Europe, Asia Minor, Persia, and 
Africa. 

I found it common in Norway up to the North Cape, and in 
North-east Russia to the mouth of the Petchora. Col. Irby 
says that it breeds near Gibraltar (Ibis, 1872, p. 200). It 
breeds in Transylvania (Danford and Harvie Brown, Ibis, 1875, 
p. 808); but Dr. Kriiper informs me that it is only found in 
Greece and Asia Minor in winter. Its extreme eastern range 
appears to be about long. 60° W. Its reported occurrence in 
India seems in every instance to have been an error; but it 
occasionally winters in North-central and South-eastern 
Persia (Blanford, Eastern Persia, ii. p. 180). Capt. Shelley 
says that it winters in Egypt and Nubia (Ibis, 1871, p. 135). 
Tristram says that it is abundant in the oases of North Africa 
in winter (Ibis, 1859, p. 418). In the Strickland collection 
at Cambridge is a skin from Kordofan, in Abyssinia; and in 
the British Museum are skins from the river Gambia, Damara 
Land (Andersson), Cape-town (Layard), and Natal (An- 
dersson). 

This species builds a semi-domed nest, profusely lined with 
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feathers, on or near the ground, and lays white eggs, spotted 
with pale red. 

In extreme summer plumage in high latitudes every trace 
of yellow and green disappears, except a faint dash on the 
axillaries, wing-lining, and thighs; but birds in this plumage 
are very rare, and all the specimens of it I have seen were ob- 
tained within the arctic circle. In autumn birds of the year 
have the whole underparts deep buffish yellow. 


21. PHYLLOSCOPUS GAETKEI, Sp. nov. 


Phyllopneuste major, Tristram, Ann. Nat. Hist. p. 29 

(1871, nec Forster). 

Bill slender, under mandible darkish. 

Upper parts greyish brown. Wings and tail greyish brown. 
Superciliary streak dirty white. 

Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts white, slightly tinged with buffish yellow on the 
breast and. flanks. 

Third or fourth primary longest and nearly equal. Fifth 
rather shorter. Sixth considerably shorter than the 
preceding. Second primary intermediate in length be- 
tween the sixth and seventh. 

Bastard primary medium, the exposed part measuring—male 
‘5, female °4. 

No wing-bar. 

Length of wing—male 2°53, female 2°5. 

Length of tail—male 2:1, female 2°05. 

Legs and claws brown. 


In the ‘ Annals of Nat. Hist.’ for July 1871, Tristram de- 
scribes a Phylloscopus from the south Mediterranean coast 
under the name of Phyllopneuste major. It is nearest allied 
to P. trochilus, but differs from that species in having a shorter 
second primary, which is mtermediate in length between the 
sixth and seventh, instead of between the fifth and sixth. This 
seems a very slight difference upon which to establish a species. 
In the very nearly allied P. collybita the second primary seems 
to be indifferently intermediate between the sixth and seventh 
or the seventh and eighth. ‘Tristram appears to have felt the 
injustice of dividing one species on this ground without serv- 
ing the other in the same way. In order to be impartial he 
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accordingly splits P. collybita (then generally called rufus) into 
P. rufus and P. brevirostris. I have repeatedly shot both forms 
of P. collybita, and have no doubt of their identity, being unable 
to detect any difference in their notes or habits. With P. 
trochilus, however, the case is different. So far as my ex- 
perience goes (and I have examined some hundreds of skins), 
the second primary in this species is constantly intermediate 
between the fifth and sixth. When I wasin the valley of the 
Petchora in 1875, just before we entered the delta of that 
great river, I heard the note of a small Warbler resembling 
the sound tzzzk, not unlike the spitting of a cat. Feeling 
perfectly convinced that it proceeded from a bird with which 
I was unacquainted, I chased it on the banks of the Petchora, 
heard it repeatedly utter its extraordinary note, and finally shot 
it. It turned out to be a female of a species nearly.allied to P. 
trochilus, but with the second primary intermediate in length 
between the sixth and seventh. The bastard primary was 
much smaller than usual; and in the general colour of the 
plumage there was an absence of the usual yellow tinge both 
above and below, as is exceptionally the case with P. trochilus 
in extreme summer plumage in high latitudes. Not liking 
to make a new species on somewhat slender grounds from a 
single example, I did not describe it (Ibis, 1876, p. 216). 
Turning up Tristram’s description of P. major, I concluded 
my bird to belong to it, and to be a somewhat doubtful 
species, until I visited Heligoland last autumn. Gaetke then 
pointed out to me in the collection of birds in his studio a 
“ Laubvogel”? much greyer on the back and whiter under- 
neath than P. trochilus. He told me that he had been at 
some trouble to shoot it in his garden, because its note was 
so different from that of P. trochilus. It turned out to be a 
male. The length of wing and of bastard primary agree with 
those of P. trochilus female, but are smaller than the usual 
size of P. trochilus male. The second primary is interme- 
diate in length between the sixth and seventh. A second 
example having thus come under my notice, I am inclined to 
think that Phylloscopus major of Tristram may turn out to 
be a good species after all; but since the name major can- 
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not stand (there being already a “Trochilus major of Forster, 
1817, among the synonyms of P. sibilatrix), I propose to call 
it Phylloscopus gaetkei, hoping that future researches may 
establish its right to be considered a good species upon a 
firmer basis. 


22. PHyLuoscopus BONELLII (Vieillot). 


Sylvia bonelli, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. xxvii. p. 91 (1819). 

Phyllopneuste bonelli, Bp. Comp. List, p. 13 (1838). 

Ficedula bonelli, Keys. & Blas. Wirbelth. Eur. p. 185 (1840). 

Sylvia nattereri, Temm. Man. d’Orn. 1. p. 227 (1820) ; 
Boie, Isis, 1822, p. 553. 

Curruca platystoma, Ehr. Symb. Phys. fol. ce (1829). 

Phyllopneuste montana, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl. p. 429 
(1831). 

Sylvia prasinopyga, Gloger, Handb. Vög. Eur. i. p. 217 
(1834). | 

Sylvia albicans, Gloger, tom. cit. p. 217 (1834). 

Phyllopneuste alpestris, C. L. Brehm, Vogelfang, p. 232 
(1855). 

Phyllopneuste orientalis, C. L. Brehm, op. cit. p. 232 (1855). 


Bill slender, under mandible pale. 

Upper parts olive-green, dashed all over with pale buffish 
yellow, on the rump with sulphur-yellow. Wings and 
tail greyish brown, with the outside edge of each feather 
broadly margined with greenish yellow. ‘Tertiaries edged 
with yellowish white. Primaries tipped with dirty white. 
Superciliary streak buffish yellow. 

Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts white, slightly dashed with pale buff-yellow on . 
the throat, and with yellow on the breast and flanks. 
Axillaries, wing-lining, and thighs yellow. 

Third and fourth primary longest. Fifth rather shorter. 
Sixth considerably shorter than fifth. Second primary 
between the fifth and seventh. 

-Bastard primary medium, the exposed part measuring °5 to ‘6. 

‘No wing-bar, but wing- -coverts edged, not tipped, with yel- 
lowish green. 

Length of wing—male 2°75 to 2°55, female 2°5 to 2°3. 

Length of tail—male 2°2 to 2°05, female 20 to 1:8. 

Legs and feet light brown. 
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This species does not range further north in Europe than 
into Northern France, but breeds throughout Southern 
Europe, wintering in Africa, where it is found as far south 
as Nubia and Senegal (Dresser, Birds of Europe). I have 
= seen it during the breeding-season in Greece and Asia Minor. 
Tristram found it in summer in the Jordan valley (Ibis, 1867, 
p. 83). Capt. Shelley found it in summer in Egypt and Nubia 
(Ibis, 1871, p. 185). It passes Malta on migration (Wright, 
Ibis, 1864, p. 70). Tristram says that it is abundant in the 
oases of North Africa in winter (Ibis, 1859, p. 418). Col. 
Irby says that it breeds near Gibraltar (Ibis, 1872, p. 300) ; 
and accidental visitors are obtained in autumn on Heligoland 
(Ibis, 1875, p. 179). 

This species builds a semi-domed nest on the ground, lined 
with fine grass. The eggs are white, profusely spotted with 
dark purple. 


23. PHyLLoscopus coLLYBITA (Vieillot). 

Sylvia rufa, Bechstein, Orn. Taschenb. i. p. 188 (1802, 
nec Bodd.). | 

Ficedula rufa, Koch, Baier. Zool. i. p. 160 (1816, nec Bodd.). 

Phyllopneuste rufa, C. L. Brehm, Vog. Deutschl. p. 433 
(1831, nec Bodd.). 

Trochilus rufa, Rennie, Field Nat. i. p. 52 (1833, nec Bodd.). 

Sylvicola rufa, Eyton, Cat. Brit. B. p. 14 (1836, nec Bodd.). 

Sylvia collybita, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. xi. p. 235 (1817). 

Phylloscopus collybita, Newton, in Yarr. Brit. B. ed. 4, i. 
p. 437 (1873). 

Trochilus minor, Forst. Synopt. Cat. p. 14 (1817). 

Sylvia abietina, Nilss. K. Vet. Ak. Handl. 1819, p. 115. 

Regulus hippolais, Flem. Brit. Anim. p. 72 (1828). 

Sylvia hippolais, Gould, B. of Eur. pl. 131, fig. 2 (1837). . 

Phyllopneuste sylvestris, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl, p. 431 
(1831). 

Phyllopneuste solitaria, C. L. Brehm, Vög. Deutschl. p. 432 
(1831). 

Phyllopneuste pinetorum, C. L. Brehm AR y Deutschl. p.432 
(1831): 
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Sylvia loquax, Herbert, White’s Hist. of diu p. 55, note 
(1833). 

Sylvia brevirostris, Strickland, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 98. 

Phylloscopus habessinicus, Blanford, Ann. Nat. Hist. iv. 
ser. 4, p. 329 (1869). 

Phylloscopus abyssinicus, Blanford, Geol. & Zool. Abyss. 
p. 378 (1870). 

Phylloscopus brehmi, Homeyer, Erinn. a. d. Samml. Deut- 
schl. Ornith. 1870, p. 48. 


Bill slender, dark underneath. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with yellowish 
green. Wings and tail greyish brown, with the outside 
edge of each feather broadly margined with yellowish 
green. Superciliary streak yellowish green. 

Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts white, dashed all over with yellow, which is some- 
what buff on the breast and flanks. Axillaries, wing- 
lining, and thighs yellow. 

Third and fourth primaries longest. Fifth rather shorter. 
Sixth rather shorter. Seventh considerably shorter, and 
eighth rather shorter than the preceding. Second pri- 
mary considerably shorter than the sixth, frequently 
shorter than the seventh, and occasionally shorter than 
the eighth. 

Bastard primary medium, ‘5 to ‘65. 

No wing-bar. 

Length of wing—male 2°55 to 2°25, female 2°3 to 1°95. 

Length of tail—male 2°2 to 2:0, female 2-0 to 1'7. 

Legs dark brown. 


This species has a somewhat similar range to that of P. 
trochilus, but does not go so far north m summer, nor so far 
south in winter. It breeds in Central Europe, and winters 
on both shores of the Mediterranean, and has been found as 
far south as Abyssinia. 

I found it common in Norway as far north as Trondhjem ; 
and Collett told me he had once found it as far north as 65°. 
Col. Irby says it winters near Gibraltar, where a few remain 
to breed (Orn. Straits Gib. p. 90). It winters in Andalucia 
(Howard Saunders, Ibis, 1871, p. 2138), Sardinia (Brooke, Ibis, 
1878, p. 243), Pisa (Giglioli, Ibis, 1865, p. 53), Malta (Wright, 
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Ibis, 1874, p. 69), and occasionally in Corfu and Epirus 
(Powys, Ibis, 1860, p. 281). Dr. Krüper informs me that 
it winters in Greece and Asia Minor. Robson told me it 
only occurs in winter near Constantinople; but Danford and 
Harvie Brown found it common in summer in Transylvania 
(Ibis, 1875, p. 308). It winters in the Canaries and Tene- 
riffe (Godman, Ibis, 1872, p. 174), in the oases of North 
Africa (Tristram, Ibis, 1859, p. 418), in Egypt and Nubia 
(Capt. Shelley, Ibis, 1871, p. 135), in the valley of the Jordan 
(Tristram, Ibis, 1867, p. 83); and Blanford found it in Abys- 
sinia (P. abyssinicus, loc. cit.) and Persia (Eastern Persia, ii. 
pp. 181, 182). 

This species builds a semi-domed nest, profusely lined with 
feathers, on or near the ground, and lays a white egg, spa- 
ringly spotted with dark red. 

The Chiffchaff varies considerably in size; the smaller birds 
are chiefly found in South Europe, and the largest in Scan- 
dinavia. The smaller birds have been considered a separate 
species (P. brehmi); but I have had no difficulty in finding 
a complete series of both sexes. I met with the supposed 
smaller species at Valkenswaard, in Holland, and could not 
detect the least difference in its various notes and calls from 
those of the larger race. I have carefully examined the types 
of P. brehmi in the collection of Von Homeyer, of P. brevi- 
rostris in the Strickland collection in Cambridge, and of P. 
abyssinicus in the British Museum, and have not the slightest 
hesitation in pronouncing all three to be absolutely identical 
with P. collybita. 


24, PuyLLoscorus TRISTIS, Blyth. 

Sylvia trochilus, Jerd. Madr. Journ. xi. p. 6 (1840, nec 
Linn.). 

Phylloscopus tristis, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xu. p. 966 
(1843). 

Regulus tristis, G. R. Gray, Gen. of B. 1. p. 175 (1848). 

Abrornis tristis, Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av. i. p. 290 (1850). 

Phyllopneuste tristis, Gould, Birds of Asia, pt. xvii. (1865), 

Phyllopseustes tristis, Cab. Journ. f. Orn. 1875, p. 429. 
SER. IV.—VOL. I. | H 
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Ficedula fulvescens, Severtzoff, Fauna of Turkestan, pp. 
65, 126 [see Ibis, 1876, p. 82] (1873). 


Phylloscopus brevirostris, Brooks, Ibis, 1869, p. 236 (nec 
Strickland). 


Phylloscopus neglectus, Seebohm & Harvie Brown, Ibis, 
1876, p. 218 (nec Hume). 


Phylloscopus brehmi, Blanford, Eastern Persia, ii. p. 182 
(1876, nec Homeyer). 


Bill very slender, under mandible nearly black. 

Upper parts earthy brown, slightly tinged with yellowish 
green on the rump. Wings and tail greyish brown, 
slightly tinged with green on the outside edge of each 
feather. Superciliary streak buffish white. 

Head exactly the same colour as the back. 

Underparts nearly white, slightly dashed with buffish grey on 
the breast, flanks, and under tail-coverts; in autumn 
plumage conspicuously so. Axilaries, wing-lining, and 
thighs pale yellow, which almost disappears in extreme 
summer plumage. 

Third and fourth primaries longest. Fifth a shade shorter. 
Sixth considerably shorter. Seventh and eighth each 
considerably shorter than the previous one. Second 
generally between the seventh and eighth, sometimes equal 
to the seventh, sometimes to the eighth. 

Bastard primary rather large, the exposed part measuring ‘5 
in the female, and °53 to ‘65 in the males. 

No wing-bar. 

Length of wing—male 2°58 to 2°33, female 2°25 to 2°1. 

Length of tail—male 2°3 to 2:0, female 1:9. 

Legs and claws black. 


This species winters in the plains of India and Baluchistan. 
A few remain to breed in the alpine districts of the Hima- 
layas and the Karakorum mountains, whilst the main body 
passes through Turkestan on migration to their summer 
quarters in Siberia, which probably extend from the valley of 
the Petchora to Lake Baical. 

Harvie Brown and I found it breeding north of the arctic 
circle on the banks of the Petchora (Ibis, 1876, p. 217); 
Meves obtained it in the breeding-season at Perm (Journ. für 
Ornith. 1875, p. 430); Severtzoff writes that it passes on mi- 
gration through the Central and Lower Ural, the Kirghis 
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from Lake Baical are not uncommon in collections. Hume 
(Stray Feathers, 1876, p. 148) says that immature birds have 
been found in the Karakash valley, and that it is probably 
found on both sides of the Karakorum mountains; and Blan- 
ford says that it is common throughout Baluchistan (Eastern 
Persia, ii. p. 180). In Lord Tweeddale’s collection are skins 
from Lahore and Umballah (Capt. Beavan); I have skins from 
Etawah (Brooks); and Blyth (J. A. S. Beng. 1854, p. 483) 
represents this species as common and generally diffused 
throughout North India during the cold season. 

This species breeds on the ground, makes a semi-domed 
nest, profusely lined with feathers, and lays white eggs spot- 
ted with dark red. 

This species is most likely to be confused with P. collybita, 
P. fuscatus, and P. neglectus. P. collybita in all stages of plu- 
mage is much greener above and much yellower underneath, 
and has dark brown instead of black legs. P. fuscatus may 
easily be distinguished by the paler colour of its under mandi- 
ble and legs, and by its pale chestnut axillaries and wing-linińg. 
It has also a longer bastard primary, and a shorter second 
primary. P. neglectus is a smaller bird, without any trace 
of yellow on the axillaries and wing-lining, and has the upper 
part of a more sandy brown. 


25. PHYLLoscoPrus NEGLEcTUS (Hume). 

Phyllopneuste neglectus, Hume, Stray Feathers, 1. p. 195 
(1873). 

Phylloscopus neglectus, Blanford, Eastern Persia, ii. p. 182 
(1876). 


Bill slender, under mandible black. 

Upper parts ashy grey, with a slight tinge of green on the 
rump. Wings and tail-feathers greyish brown, with the 
outside edge of each feather broadly margined with ashy 
grey. Superciliary streak ashy white. 

Head same colour as the back. 

Underparts ashy white, darkest on the breast and flanks. 
Axillaries, wing-lining, and thighs ashy white. 

Third, fourth, and fifth primaries longest. Sixth a shade 
shorter. Seventh, eighth, and ninth each considerably 
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shorter than the preceding. Second primary equal to 
the ninth. 
Bastard primary rather large, the exposed part measuring ‘6. 
No wing-bar. 
Length of wing—male 2°05, female 1°95. 
Length of tail—male 1°7, female 1-6. 
Legs and feet black. 

This species has hitherto only been found in the cold season 
in Scinde (Hume, Stray Feathers, loc. cit.) and Baluchistan 
(Blanford, Eastern Persia, ii. p. 182). Its breeding-places 
are unknown. Mr. Brooks has convinced me that the speci- 
men which I shot in the Petchora (Ibis, 1876, p. 218) is most 
probably a very small P. tristis in the extreme summer-plu- 
mage of a higher latitude, when nearly all trace of yellow 
disappears from the plumage, as is occasionally the case with 
P. trochilus. The true P. neglectus is a still smaller bird, 
the large males being as small or even smaller than the small 
females of P. tristis. Mr. Brooks tells me also that P. neglec- 
tus frequents dry sandy localities instead of swampy ground. 


26. PuyrLoscorus aFrrinis (Tickell). 
Motacilla affinis, Tickell, J. A. S. Beng. ii. p. 576 (1833). 
Motacilla affinis, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xvi. p. 442 (1847). 
Phylloscopus affinis, Blyth, Cat. B. M. As. Soc. p. 185 
(1849). 
Phylloscopus affinis, Jerdon, B. of India, ii. p. 194 (1868). 
Abrornis affinis, Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 106. 
Abrornis xanthogaster, Hodgson in Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 
82. no. 854 (1844). 
Regulus flaveolus, G. R. Gray, Gen. of B. i. p. 175 (1848). 
Abrornis flaveolus, Bp. Consp. G. Av. p. 290 (1850). 
Bill slender, under mandible pale. $ 
Upper parts dark olive-brown. Wings and tail greyish brown. 
Superciliary streak greyish yellow. 
Head rather darker than the back. 
Underparts, axillaries, and wing-lining greyish yellow, buffer 
on the breast and flanks. 
Third, fourth, fifth, and sixth primaries longest. Seventh, 
eighth, and ninth each considerably shorter than the 
preceding. Second primary about equal to the tenth. 
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Bastard primary very large, the exposed part measuring ‘65 
to °75. 

Length of wing—male 2°4 to 2°2, female 2°2 to 2'0. 

Length of tail—male 2°15 to 2:0, female 1°95 to 1°8. 

Legs and claws brown. 


This species breeds on both sides of the Himalayas, having 
been found in summer in Cashmere (Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 31) 
and in Thibet (v. Pelzeln, Ibis, 1868, p. 308). Jerdon (Birds 
of Ind. ii. p. 194) says that it is not uncommon in winter at 
Calcutta and all over India; and in Lord Tweeddale’s collec- 
tion are skins from Burma (Munipur, Godwin-Austen). 

The nest and eggs are unknown. 


27. PHYLLOSCOPUS TYTLERI, Brooks. 
Phylloscopus tytleri, Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 23; Hume, 
Stray Feathers, 11. p. 279 (1875). 


Bill very long and slender, under mandible dark. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over with olive-green. 
Wings and tail greyish brown, with the outside edge of 
each feather margined with olive-green. Superciliary 
streak not very conspicuous. 

Head the same colour as the back. 

Underparts nearly white, slightly dashed with yellow and 
grey, especially on the flanks. Axuillaries, wing-lning, 
and thighs yellow. 

Third, fourth, and fifth primaries longest. Sixth, seventh, 
and eighth each considerably less than the preceding. 
Second primary between the eighth and ninth. 

Bastard primary rather large, the exposed part measuring 
"55 to ‘68. 

No wing-bar. 

Length of wing—male 2°43 to 2°35, female 2°3 to 2°2. 

Length of tail—male 1°85 to 1°7, female 1°7 to 1°65. 

Legs and claws brown. 


This is one of the rarest and least-known species of the 
genus. It breeds in Cashmere (Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 22). 
Mr. Brooks informs me that he has shot birds on migration 
in spring at Etawah and Almorah. It probably winters in 
the plains of North India. 

This species breeds in pine trees, and makes a cup-shaped 
nest, profusely lined with feathers, near the end of-a branch, 
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at a considerable elevation from the ground. The eggs are 
pure white. 


28. PayLLoscorus sUPERCILIOSUS (Gmelin). 


Motacilla superciliosa, Gm. Syst. Nat. i. p. 975 (1788, ex 
Lath.). 

Sylvia superciliosa, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii. p, 526 (1790). 

Phyllobasileus superciliosus, Cabanis, Journ. f. Orn. 1853, 
p. 8l. 

Reguloides superciliosus, Swinhoe, Ibis,1863, p.307, etsubseq. 

Phylloscopus superciliosus, Newton in Yarr. Bau B. ed. 4, 
i, p. 443 (1873). 

Regulus modestus, Hancock, Ann. Nat. Hist. ii. p. 310 
(1839, nec Gould) ; Yarrell, Brit. Birds, i. p. 316 (1843, nec 
Gould). 

Phylloscopus modestus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 963 
(1843, nec Gould). 

Phyllopneuste modestus, Blyth, Ann. Nat. Hist. xii. p. 98 
(1843, nec Gould). 

Reguloides modestus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xvi. p. 442 (1847, 
nec Gould). 

Regulus modestus, Cabanis, Naumannia, ii. pt. 1, p. 5 (1852, 
nec Gould). 

Regulus modestus, Gaetke, Journ. f. Orn. i. p. 91 (1853, 
nec Gould). 

Regulus modestus, Tristram, Ibis, vi. p. 280 (1864, nec 
Gould). 

Regulus inornatus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xi. p. 191 (1842). 

Phyllopneuste ne iGS Hodgson, Gray’s Zool. Miscl. p. 
82 (1844). 

Phyllopneuste reguloides, Hoden J. A. S. Beng. xxiv. p. 
575 (1855). 

Sylvia (Phyllopneuste) proregulus, Middendorff, Sib. Reise, 
p. 183 (1853, partim, nec Pallas). 

Ficedula proregulus, Schlegel, Vog. van Nederl. pp. 130, 
241 (1854-1858, nec Pallas). 

Reguloides proregulus, Horsf. & Moore, Cat. E. I. C. Mus. 
1, p. 842 (1854, nec Pallas). 
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Phyllopneuste proregulus, Blasius, Naumannia, viii. p. 311 
(1858, nec Pallas). 

Reguloides proregulus, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1863, p. 307, et ante 
(nec Pallas). 

Reguloides proregulus, Jerdon, B. of India, i. p. 197 (1863, 
nec Pallas). 

Sylvia bifasciata, Gaetke, Naumannia, viii. p. 419 (1858). 


Bill very slender, under mandible dark brown. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over, especially on the 
rump, with yellowish green. Wings and tail greyish 
brown, with the outside edge of each feather broadly 
margined with yellowish green. Outside edge of ter- 
tiaries pale yellow. Primaries, from about the seventh 
to the sixteenth, tipped with dirty white. Superciliary 
streak pale yellow, some of the feathers immediately 
above and below dashed with black (showing an approach 
to Regulus). 

Head rather darker than the back, with an indistinct mesial 
line. 

Underparts yellowish white, greyer on the breast and flanks. 
Axillaries, wing-lining, and thighs pale yellow. 

Third, fourth, and fifth primaries longest. Sixth rather 
shorter. Seventh and eighth each considerably shorter 
than the preceding. Second primary about equal to the 
seventh, generally a shade longer, sometimes a shade 
shorter. 

Bastard primary medium, the exposed part measuring °5 to °55. 

Both wing-bars very distinct. 

Length of wing—male 2°35 to 2°15, female 2°15 to 2:0. 

Length of tail—male 1°85 to 1°7, female 1°7 to 1°55. 

Legs and claws brown. 


This small and apparently delicate bird has a wider range 
than almost any other species of the genus. It breeds in the 
alpine districts of Southern Siberia, in Turkestan, and Cash- 
mere. Its extreme northern range extends from the British 
Islands to the Pacific. In Europe it is doubtless only a strag- 
gler on migration. It also passes through North China and 
North India on migration, and winters in Central India, 
South China, Pegu, and the Tenasserim provinces. 

Skins obtained by Dr. Dybowski near Lake Baical are com- 
mon in collections. Severtzoff found it in Turkestan (Ibis, 
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1876, p. 81). Brooks found it breeding in Cashmere (Ibis, 
1872, p. 26). Gaetke obtains it regularly in autumn in 
Heligoland (Ibis, 1875, p. 180). Its other various occur- 
rences in Europe are duly chronicled in Dresser’s ‘ Birds of 
Europe.’ Middendorff obtained it at Okhotsk (Sib. Reise, 
vol. ii. pt. 2, p. 183). Swinhoe found it in spring at Chefoo, 
North China (Ibis, 1874, p.441), and in autumn near Peking 
(Ibis, 1861, p. 830), on both occasions doubtless on migration. 
He also found it in winter at Amoy (Ibis, 1860, p. 54) and 
in Hainan (Ibis, 1870, p. 345). Brooks records it from Al- 
morah on migration (Ibis, 1869, p. 354). Jerdon (Birds of 
Ind. i. p. 197) says that it is common in most parts of India in 
the cold season. Blyth says that it is common in the cold 
season near Calcutta. Hume includes it in his list of the 
birds of Upper Pegu (Stray Feathers, 1875, p. 140) and of 
the Tenasserim provinces (Stray Feathers, 1874, p. 478); and 
in Lord Tweeddale’s collection are skins from the Garo Hills 
(Godwin-Austen), Munipur (Godwin-Austen), and Rangoon 
(Wardlaw Ramsay). 

Mr. Brooks describes the nest of this species as being semi- 
domed, lined with fine grass and a few hairs, placed on the 
ground on a sloping bank. The eggs are white, more or less 
spotted with red or purple. 


29. PuyLLoscorus PROREGULUS (Pallas). 


Motacilla proregulus, Pallas, Zoogr. Rosso-As. i. p. 499 
(1831). 

Reguloides proregulus, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1863, p. 807, et 
subseq. 

Phyllopneuste (Phyllobasileus) proregulus, Homeyer, Journ. 
f. Orn. 1872, p. 208. 

Regulus modestus, Gould, B. of Eur. p. 149 (1837). 

Phylloscopus modestus, Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. xii. p. 693 
(1843). | 

Phyllopneuste modestus, Blyth, Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist. xii. 
p. 98 (1848). | 

Reguloides modestus, Blyth, Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc. p. 184 
(1849). 
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Abrornis chloronopus, Hodgson in Gray’s Zool. Miscl. p. 82 
(1843). . 
Reguloides chloronotus, Jerdon, B. of India, 11. p. 197 (1863). 


Bill very slender, dark underneath. 

Upper parts olive-green. Rump yellow. Wings and tail 
greyish brown, with the outside edge of each feather 
broadly margined with yellowish green. Outside edge 
of tertiaries yellow. Superciliary streak yellow. 

Head darker colour than the back, with a distinct pale mesial 
line. 

Underparts, axillaries, and wing-lining greyish yellow. 

Fourth and fifth primaries longest. ‘Third and sixth rather 
shorter. Seventh and eighth each considerably shorter 
than the preceding. Second equal to about the tenth. 

Bastard primary rather large, the exposed part measuring 
"5D to °6. > 

First bar yellow and very distinct. Upper bar yellow, but 
not so distinct. 

Length of wing—male 2:05 to 1°95, female 1'9 to 1°8. 

Length of tail—male 1°65 to 1°55, female 1°5 to 1°45. 

Legs and claws light brown. 


This species has a somewhat extended but eastern range. 
It breeds in the subalpine districts of Southern Siberia, and 
throughout the alpine districts of the Himalayas, from Cash- 
mere to Burma. It passes through North China on migra- 
tion, and winters in South China, Burma, and Bengal. 

Dr. Dybowski has obtained it near Lake Baical (Dresser, 
Birds of Europe, art. P. superciliosus, p. 4). It breeds in 
Cashmere (Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 26). I have skins obtained 
by Mr. Brooks at Sikkim; and in Lord Tweeddale’s collection 
are skins from Darjeeling. Swinhoe obtained it in February 
at Hainan (Ibis, 1870, p. 345); and in his collection are skins 
from Amoy obtained in December. Hume obtained it from 
the pine-forests north of Pahpoon, in the Tenasserim provinees 
(Stray Feathers, 1874, p. 479); and it has been found beyond 
the south-west frontier of Bengal (Ball, Stray Feathers, 1874, 
p. 415). Mr. Brooks informs me that it is never seen in the 
plains of India. One specimen of this bird has been shot, 
and at least another seen, on Heligoland. 

This species makes a semi-domed nest, lined with feathers 
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and bits of thin birch-bark. It is placed on the bough of a 
pine tree, often a considerable height from the ground. The 
eggs are white, richly spotted with dark brownish red. 


30. PuyLLoscorus ERocHROUS (Hodgson). 

Abrornis erochroa, Hodgson, Gray’s Zool. Mise. p. 82 
(1844). 

Regulus erochroa, G. R. Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 175 (1848). 

Reguloides erochroa, Jerdon, B. of India, ii. p. 199 (1863). 

Abrornis pulchrala, Hodgson, Gray’s Zool. Mise. p. 82 
(1844). 

Reguloides 
162 (1872). 


Bill very slender, under mandible dark. 

Upper parts olive-green. Rump yellow. Wings and tail 
greyish brown, with the outside edge of each feather 
broadly margined with olive-green. Outside edge of 
the tertiaries yellowish white at the tip. Jnner web of 
three outer tail-feathers on each side white. Superciliary 
streak greyish yellow. 

Head rather darker-coloured than the back, with an indistinct 
pale mesial line. 

Underparts, axillaries, and wing-lining greyish yellow. 

Fourth, fifth, and sixth primaries longest. Third and seventh 
rather shorter. Eighth and ninth each considerably 
shorter than the preceding. Second equal to about the 
tenth. 

Bastard primary large, the exposed part measuring °55 to ‘65. 

First bar orange and very distinct. Upper bar greyish orange 
and rather indistinct. 

Length of wing—male 2°45 to 2°3, female 2°25 to 2'1. 

Length of tail—male 2'0 to 1°8, female 1°75 to 1:6. 

Legs and claws brown. 


? Blanford, J. A. S. Beng. xli. pt. ii. p. 


So far as is known, this species has a more limited range 
than almost any other of the genus. Hodgson found it in 
Nepaul (in British Museum); and I have skins from Sikkim; 
but Mr. Brooks tells me it 1s never seen in the plains of India. 
Nothing is known of its nidification. 


31. PHyLLoscoPus susviripis (Brooks). 
Reguloides subviridis, Brooks, P. A. S. Beng. 1872, p. 148. 
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Bill very slender, under mandible pale at the base. 

Upper parts greyish brown, dashed all over, especially on the 
rump, with dirty yellowish green. Wings and tail greyish 
brown, with the outside edge of each feather broadly 
margined with dirty yellowish green. Outside edge of 
tertiaries dirty white. Superciliary streak dirty white. 

Head rather darker than the back, with an indistinct mesial 
line. 

Underparts dirty yellowish white, dashed with buff on the 
breast and flanks. Axillaries, wing-lining, and thighs 
dirty yellowish white. | 

Third, fourth, and fifth primaries longest. Sixth rather 
shorter. Seventh and eighth each considerably shorter 
than the preceding. Second primary about equal to the 
ninth. 

Exposed portion of bastard primary °48 to °6. 

First wing-bar very distinct. Rudiments of upper bar. 

Length of wing—male 2°25 to 2°13, female 2°1 to 2°05. 

Length of tail—male 1°8 to 1:7, female 1:7 to 1°65. 

Legs and feet dark brown. 

Mr. Brooks informs me that he obtained this species in the 
north-west provinces of India as far east as Cawnpore during 
the cold season. Its summer quarters are unknown. 

It is a somewhat smaller bird than P. superciliosus, with 
a shorter second primary, and with the white tips to the pri- 


maries and the upper bar on the wing very indistinct. 


32. PHYLLOSCOPUS MACULIPENNIS (Blyth). 

Abrornis maculipennis, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 27. 

Reguloides ? Blanford, J. A. S. Beng. xli. pt. 2, p. 
163 (1872). 

Abrornis chloronotus, Hume, Nests and Eggs of Ind. B. 
p. 872 (1874, nec Hodgson). 


Bill very slender, under mandible black. 

Back olive-green. Rump yellow. Wings and tail greyish 
brown, with the outside edge of each feather broadly 
margined with yellowish green. Outside edge of ter- 
tiaries tipped with white, inner web of three outside tail- 
feathers white. Superciliary streak white. 

Head grey, with a distinct white mesial line. 

Throat greyish white ; rest of underparts, axillaries, and wing- 
lining yellow. 

Fourth, fifth, and sixth primaries longest. Third and seventh 
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rather shorter. Eighth and ninth each considerably 
shorter than the preceding. Second equal to about the 
tenth. 


Bastard primary proportionately large, the exposed part mea- 
suring °5. 


Two very distinct yellow bars across the wing. 
Length of wing 2°0 to 1'8. 

Length of tail 1°6 to 1°35. 

Legs and claws brown. 

Very little is known of the geographical distribution of 
this small but beautifully coloured bird. The only skins I 
have seen are from Sikkim or the neighbourhood. Nothing 
is known of its nidification or migration. 


VII.—A Note on the Genus Orthotomus. By R. BowpLer 
SHARPE, M.A., F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e. 


(Plate II.) 


Tue two beautiful new species of Tailorbird described and 
figured in the present paper were obtained by my excellent 
friend Dr. J. B. Steere during his recent expedition to the 
Philippine Islands; and it seems a fitting occasion to give a 
short review of the geographical distribution of the genus. 
I recognize twelve species of Tailorbirds, of which the fol- 
lowing is a synoptical table; but there are still a few species 
which I am unable to determine. These are almost the same 
as those left undetermined by Mr. F. Moore in 1854, when he 
gave a careful revision of the genus Orthotomus (P. Z. S. 
1854, p. 81). The following is my proposed rearrangement 
of the species :— 


a. abdomine albido vel pallidé fulvescente. 
a’, mento albido vel fulvescenti-albo. 
a". interscapulio viridi. 
a”, macula gutturali nigra nulla. 
a‘, fronte rufescente: vertice et nucha 
brunnescentibus: pileo interdum om- 
nino rufescente: rectricibus haud nigro 


oo s sutorius. 
subterminaliter maculatis .......... j 


edela. 


